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Pictured on Cover - Eureka High School graduate Kamica Nunez Pabalate (Class of 
2019) attended the Grad Walk in June 2019 and is pictured with 1st grade teacher    

Michelle Merideth-Sutke, along with students at Grant Elementary School.     Questions? Ready to visit a school site? 
Contact any school to schedule a personal tour of the campus and get your questions answered!



Explore Eureka City Schools - Open House Schedule
All current and prospective students and families are invited to attend open house events! 

School Site   Grade Level  Date   Time       
Winzler Children's Center  Preschool  January 14th  5:30 p.m.
Alice Birney Elementary  TK-5   January 8th  5:30 p.m.
Grant Elementary   K-5   December 10th 5:30 p.m.
Lafayette Elementary  K-5   January 23rd  6:00 p.m.
Washington Elementary  K-5   December 3rd 5:30 p.m.
Winship Middle School  6-8   January 14th  5:30 p.m.
Zane Middle School  6-8   January 22nd  6:30 p.m.
Eureka High School  9-12   January 15th  5:15 p.m.
Zoe Barnum High School  9-12   January 21st  6:00 p.m.

Grant Elementary Students Welcomed Eureka High School Seniors During Grad Walk - Spring 2019
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Superintendent's Message 
Fred Van Vleck, Ed.D.  

Thank you for taking time to read Eureka City Schools' 2019 
Annual Update to the Community.  In this update, you will learn 
about the great things happening in our neighborhood schools, 
thanks to the hard work of our students, staff, volunteers, and 
those involved in the Parent Teacher Association at the site and 
District levels.  Everyone within Eureka City Schools is working 
together to make a daily impact on the lives of our students, 
which is worthy of celebration.  
Arguably, the most essential services provided within a 
community are in our schools. Schools are the foundation of 
a healthy society and the foundation of productive members 
within our society.  While there are many arguments for other 
essential services, all services are run by people who have been 
provided with an education and learned the skills to succeed. 

We each had our own unique experience in school, shaping 
who we are, and our opinions on how our neighborhood 
schools are performing. With this in mind, this year Eureka City 
Schools is focusing on “Strengthening Community.” You may 
be wondering, "What does it mean to Strengthen Community?"  
In Eureka City Schools we are focusing on many levels of 
community, i.e. student to student, teacher to student, teacher 
to parent, school site to parent, school sites to the community, 
and school district to the community.  In other words, we 
want to build and strengthen relationships to provide a better 
experience for the children attending our schools, the parents 
dropping off their students, and community members who 
believe in and support the education provided to students 
within our local schools. 
While these things may sound cliché, neighborhood and 
community connections are important to the future of Eureka.  
When many of us were children, we played in the front yard 
and did not come home until the street lights came on.  We 
spent our time with our neighbors - gathering, socializing, and 
getting to know one another.  Now, most children play in the 
house, in the backyard, or on electronic devices, and many of 
us do not know our neighbors.  This is further compounded 
by children not attending their neighborhood schools and 
eliminating the connections they build at a school with other 
children in the neighborhood. 
This year, as Eureka City Schools focuses on "Strengthening 
Community," I encourage families and community members 
to reach out to your neighbors and strengthen relationships. If 
you are able, reach out to neighborhood schools and volunteer.  
Many students will benefit from what neighbors can offer, and 
this will strengthen our community.



Winzler Children's Center

Purposeful Family Connections
 
Our preschool program strives to build and maintain respectful, supportive relation-
ships with children and families from the moment they become a part of our school 
community at Winzler.  We understand early childhood is a crucial time of develop-
ment and view our program as an extension of the family.  Because of this, we aim 
to incorporate each child’s home culture into our classrooms.  By doing so, we create 
a familiar place where families can be assured their children will be comfortable to      
explore and grow in an environment where they are safe, loved, and cared for. 

We recognize the family as the first and most valuable expert in their child’s life, and 
we understand each family comes to us with unique needs and challenges.  
Establishing a trusting partnership with families allows us to openly communicate 
about student success at school and at home.  This connection provides continuity and 
regularity little people need in order to thrive. 

Our staff is highly trained in social-emotional strategies and trauma-responsive 
practices that benefit the child and their family.  Using these strategies, we 
recognize children when they are being Safe, Respectful, and Responsible by providing 
specific, positive statements of affirmation that focus on what children CAN do. 

Beyond their formal and ongoing training as 
early educators and care providers, our staff is 
deeply invested in building strong relationships 
with our children and their families.  As a result, 
our school is a place where people want to be; 
where laughter, kindness, curiosity, and a love of 
learning grows from day one.  
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Heather Richardson, Director

Winzler Children's Center 
Heather Richardson, Director

Winzler Children’s Center has been recognized 
as a model program for inclusion by the California 
Department of Education, and we pride ourselves in 
offering high-quality experiences for all children of 
all abilities.  We believe creating a school 
community where all children and families feel 
connected, valued, and respected is the key to 
building a strong social-emotional foundation that    

 leads to later academic success 
and engagement.  Our three fully 
inclusive classrooms offer 
students with special needs 
the opportunity to interact in a 
meaningful way with their 
typically developing peers while 
exploring their interests and 
growing pre-academic skills 
through play and social interac-
tions.  Our program includes the 
path to inclusion because of the 
positive impacts it can have on 
future academic success for all of 
our students. We are excited to 
see where our program will go as 
we continue this journey! 

As members of our Winzler family, each 
student is valued and appreciated for their 
unique contributions to our program.  All 
of our teachers and staff intentionally plan 
a welcoming classroom environment where 
kindness and respect are pillars for all 
learning experiences.  We care deeply for 
our students and understand the love and 
respect we share with them in their earli-
est years will stay with them well after their 
time at Winzler has ended.

For Teacher Appreciation Week in May 2019, Austin (pictured above on the left) and 
his family brought Winzler staff a delicious, home cooked lunch and dessert! 

Winzler Children's Center is making connections across the state as an Exemplar Site 
for Inclusive Practices. In May 2019, Director Heather Richardson and Assistant 

Superintendent of Business Services, Paul Ziegler, shared all the wonderful things hap-
pening at Winzler with Leonard Kahn, from Lodi Unified School District.

"Fun with Apples" - September 2019

Preschool Promotion - Spring 2019
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In Spring 2019, Grant students welcomed Eure-

ka High School Seniors for the annual Grad Walk.                        

(Pictured: Students from Ms. Hunt's 4th Grade Class) 

Grant Elementary School & Principal Puzz Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Grant? I have been 
the Principal at Grant for four years and have worked in Eureka 
City Schools for 24 years.
Do you have a teacher in your life who inspired you? Mr. 
Henry, 7th grade Language Arts teacher. He provided a learning 
environment that supported his students in voicing their opinions 
which led to great classroom discussions.
Why did you choose to work in education? I have always loved 
to learn! It is my sincere desire for all students to have access to 
an engaging and rigorous curriculum.
What are some fun site activities/events that happen at 
Grant? Students, staff, and families are involved in the Arts Alive 
Open House, Spiritwear Days, College Color Days, Red Ribbon 
Week, Friendship Month, Words of Wisdom (daily message read 
by 5th grade students), AVID/PBIS Night, Trekking Tuesday, 
Bulldog Dash, and the Rhody Parade!
What are your favorite hobbies? Reading, agate hunting, 
playing card games (Cribbage, Pinochle), jogging, and walking my 
dog Maple.
What is your favorite thing to eat?  I love Mexican food!
Who has inspired you? I am inspired by all of the hardworking 
teachers and staff at ECS who work diligently to provide a safe, 
supportive, learning environment for our students.
What is an important character quality and why?  Positivity. 
Positivity is contagious. I try to turn the negatives into positives 
for my own well-being and the well-being of others. Positive 
environments are more productive. When students and staff are 
encouraged, uplifted, and working together toward a common 
goal, anything is possible. 

Some special characteristics of Grant Elementary include Community Building 
Circles, CREATE Humboldt, AVID Elementary, AVID/PBIS Parent Night, and 
community partnerships with student interns from Humboldt State University!

Kristi Puzz, Principal

Home of the Bulldogs

Grant Elementary
Kristi Puzz, Principal | 3901 G Street, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2552

It is a privilege to serve as the Principal at Grant Elementary 
School. Grant is an Advancement Via Individual Determination 
(AVID) school, which means we are teaching and reinforcing 
academic behaviors and higher-level thinking at a young age!  I 
feel fortunate to work within this community of lifelong learners. 
Grant staff partners with parents and the community to provide 
a safe, supportive, and rigorous learning environment in which 
ALL students can learn.  It is the people who help to make Grant 
a GREAT place to be!  When school and family work as partners 
toward the same goal, every child will succeed. 

Kristin Sobilo, Principal

Alice Birney Elementary School & Principal Sobilo Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Alice Birney? This is my first year 
as Principal at Alice Birney! However, I have been an educator in Eureka City 
Schools for 22 years. 
Who has inspired you? My grandfather was a very inspirational person in 
my life.  My Grandfather taught me the power of unconditional love and 
giving service to my community in order to bring self joy.
What is your favorite thing about Alice Birney? I love that students and 
staff at Alice Birney are working towards the same goal: to help all students 
succeed.  We are definitely all in this journey together. 
What are some special characteristics/accomplishments of Alice Birney?  
Alice Birney is an amazing multicultural school in the heart of Eureka; we 
represent the cultural beauty of our small town!
What are some fun site activities/events that happen 
at Alice Birney? We have many fun events at Alice Birney, 
including "Trunk and Treat" in October and the Multicultural 
Fair in May.
What are your favorite hobbies? In my free time, I enjoy 
many things including yoga, long walks with my husband, 
projects with my daughter, dancing, singing, being outdoors, 
and climbing trees and rocks.
What is your favorite thing to eat? I routinely enjoy avocado 
smoothies and, for special occasions, filet mignon with 
bernaise and creme brulee. 
What is an important character quality and why?  I believe 
resilience is an important character quality.  It is about 
responding with grace. 

Home of the Eagles

Alice Birney Elementary
Kristin Sobilo, Principal | 717 South Avenue, Eureka, CA | 707-441-2495

What a successful launch to the 2019-2020 school year!  The Eagles 
are soaring into the school year with solid classroom routines and 
expectations in our school.  TK-3 teachers are implementing our 
new Fountas and Pinnell Classroom read alouds and evaluating our 
students using our benchmark assessment system. Responding to 
the reading levels of our students is a natural part of this program.  
We look forward to sharing more about this program throughout 
the school year. I am appreciative to all the families, students, and 
staff for welcoming CARE Specialist Jorey McComas and me to the 
Alice Birney community.  This year will be filled with successes!

Alice Birney Staff at Welcome Back Events on August 19, 2019 

Last year, Alice Birney students designed 
and worked on a collaborative mural 

project under the direction of the North 
Coasts Arts Integration Grant.
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Home of the Lions

Lafayette Elementary
Tammi Wagner, Principal | 3100 Park Street, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2482

It is with great pleasure I introduce you to Lafayette 
Elementary.  Lafayette Elementary is an amazing learning 
community with a dedicated staff, serving preschool through 
5th grade students.  We are proud to have fully-credentialed 
staff serving each of our grade levels and support staff who 
assist with differentiating and meeting the needs of our 
students.  Lafayette has a robust library, and Ms. Kari, our 
librarian, is instrumental is fostering a love for literacy in 
our students.  She hosts book fairs each year to grow our 
library, hosts authors during the author festival, and works 
with community partners to showcase artists and enrich 
the education of our students.  At Lafayette, we welcome 
and value family and community support at our school.  
Lafayette is proud to partner with the United States Coast 
Guard in their Partner in Education (PIE) program.  The 
PTA at Lafayette is active in supporting our school and is 
a great way to become involved with our school.  We are 
proud to be the Lafayette Lions, the pride of Eureka.

Home of the Otters

Washington Elementary
Tami Beall, Principal | 3322 Dolbeer Street, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2547

Washington Elementary is a TK-5th grade school located next to 
the Sequoia Park Zoo, where we have a strong partner in education.  
Washington has a big-hearted staff who take extra steps to help 
students be successful.  We instill a family-like atmosphere, full of 
love, guidance, nurturing, and high expectations, both academically 
and behaviorally.  We have strong partnerships with our PTA, the 
Sequoia Park Zoo, Humboldt State, parent volunteers, and retired 
educators.  Washington creates an environment where students want 
to come to school, where academics are emphasized, and where 
students are supported. The Washington Otter Way: W.O.W.! 

Lafayette Elementary School & Principal Wagner Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Lafayette? This is my third year as Principal of Lafayette, and I've worked 
in Eureka City Schools for 24 years.
Why did you choose to work in education? Working in education is a life-long dream.  I enjoyed teaching from a 
young age.  Seeing peers and friends grasp concepts is exciting and inspired me to work in the field of education.
What are some fun site activities/events that happen at Lafayette? Multiple PTA family fun events are hosted 
throughout the year, and other fun activities include Dine at 
the Den, Walking Wednesday, and Lions Loops!
What some of Lafayette's site/community partnerships? 
Lafayette partners with the United States Coast Guard, Food 
for People, Redwood Coast Music Festival, HCOE Harvest of 
the Month, and Myrtletown Subway. 
What are your favorite hobbies? I enjoy reading and 
spending time with my family.  I also enjoy traveling and 
hope to do more in the future.
What is your favorite thing to eat? Sushi! 
Who has inspired you? As far as being inspired, I would 
say that my mother was a huge inspiration to me.  She was 
a college graduate when females going to college was not commonplace.  I grew up always knowing I would go to 
college and earn my degree.  Other inspirations are the amazing teachers/educators I had growing up.  During my 
early elementary years, I had the privilege of having Anna and Dick McFarland for grades 4th through 6th.  Their 
dedication to education, working, and thinking outside the box while making learning fun was definitely instrumental 
in my decision to pursue education as a career.

What is an important character quality and 
why?  Honesty is an important quality to me.  
If you do not have honesty, then it is difficult 
to have successful relationships, personally 
and professionally.  Having open, honest 
relationships is the key to success.

Tammi Wagner, Principal

Washington Elementary School & Principal Beall Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Washington? This is my first year as 
Principal of Washington and my sixth year working as a Principal.
What is your favorite thing about Washington?  So many things!  The staff is such 
an incredible blend of caring, hard-working, and talented people.  They truly care about 
kids and each other.  Our students are great, and seeing the looks on their faces when 
they come to school is why we are here.  They are smiling and happy, skipping on their 
way in and eager to learn.  I also enjoy the relationships we have with our families.  We 
all need to work together to help each child succeed.  Education is a team effort. 
What are some special characteristics/accomplishments of Washington School?  
We have music playing every morning and a large playground for students to enjoy! 
We have a morning meeting consisting of the flag salute, birthday shout-outs, a weekly 
school song, and motivation for the day.  We have class buddies (older grades are paired 
up with a younger class) and support field trips.  Washington participates in the county-
wide Spelling Bee, Geography Bee, and Science Fair.  We have a 5th grade Leadership 
class, monthly Lunch on the Lawns for families to eat with their child, and a monthly 
Cider on the Sidewalk, where families can chat with staff and each other, sip hot apple 
cider, and listen to music before the day starts. 
What are some fun site activities/events that happen at Washington? Our staff 
participates in a monthly community service activity together, such as Bark in the Park, 
and we have a weekly in-house event, such as roller skating!  We also do a weekly 5K 
together at the end of the day on Fridays!  An occasional staff room potluck is definitely 
a highlight!
What some of Washington's site/community partnerships? Washington has a strong 
relationship with Humboldt State.  We have tutors, student teacher program observers, 
and student teachers at our site each year.  We also have grandparents who volunteer 
and early literacy partners from HCOE.  Washington has an amazing relationship with 
our neighboring Sequoia Park Zoo, where our students and teachers have access to the 
Zoo’s park, learning lab, and Nature Walk area. Students also visit nearby Timber Ridge 
to spread good cheer and to teach our students empathy and compassion. 
What are your favorite hobbies? Baking desserts, running, swimming, and being 
with my kids.
What is your favorite thing to eat?  The “Tonight Dough” ice cream!
Who has inspired you?  Without a doubt, my children.  I want to strive 
to be the best person I can be, so they are proud.
What is an important character quality and why?  Very simple: 
kindness. With kindness, everything else falls into place.

Cross Country Meet - September 2019

Monthly Cider on the Sidewalk Event

“Washington is special to me because 
teachers actually care about the kids.  It is 

a good place to learn...and it’s fun!”
- Current Washington 5th Grade Student

Tami Beall, Principal

Monthly Lunch on the Lawn for 
Students and Families

"Lafayette Elementary is great because you learn 
math and it helps you to learn more math later on."   

- Current Lafayette 2nd Grade Student

Lafayette Staff Scavenger Hunt                    
      

August 2019

In February 2019, Lafayette Students West and         
Bryan competed in the Regional Spelling Bee!
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Home of the Vikings

Winship Middle School
Teri Waterhouse, Principal | 2500 Cypress Avenue, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2487
Winship Middle School is a wonderful place to learn and provides a 
small, supportive school environment.  Our vision is for all students 
to reach their potential, as collaborative and individual learners, 
through hands-on learning experiences promoting high academics 
and accountability.  Our staff works together on grade level and 
curriculum teams to develop strategies and procedures to help 
all students. The Winship campus is beautifully landscaped and 
surrounded by a forest that lends itself to hands-on discovery in the 

field of science and creative writing. Working together, Winship 
Middle School is an amazing place to be for students, staff, and 
families. 

Home of the Falcons

Zane Middle School
Randall Simms, Principal | 2155 S Street, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2470

I would like to thank the Zane families, teachers, staff, 
students, and the Eureka community for their tremendous 
support of Zane Middle School.  We are also thankful for 
our ongoing partnerships with Zane’s PTSA, the Cal-SOAP 
tutors, the Yurok Tribe Educational Services, and Humboldt 
State University.  We are proud of many aspects of our school 
including our award-winning music program, successful 
athletic teams, the STEAM classes and programs, and the 
many other opportunities for students.  Please come see Zane 
for yourself.  We encourage you to contact us for a tour! 

Eureka City Schools - 2019 Annual Update | 10

Zane Middle School & Principal Simms Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Zane? I have served as Principal of Zane Middle School for four 
years, and this is my ninth year as an Administrator.
Do you have a teacher in your life who inspired you? Growing up, my favorite teacher was my 1st grade 
teacher, Mrs. Jenkins. She taught us that we could accomplish anything if we were willing to work for it. 
Why did you choose to work in education? My parents both worked in schools (my Dad was a middle 
school teacher for 30 years), so I grew up in a family where education was always talked about as a great 
way to contribute to society.  
What is your favorite thing about Zane?  I love the family atmosphere at Zane!  Everyone shows up for 
the monthly lunch on the lawn, and we have big turnouts for music, theater, and athletic events.
What are some special characteristics/accomplishments of Zane?  We have an award-winning music 
program, and the Zane Jazz Band usually opens the North Coast Music Festival each year.  We are a STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) school with corresponding electives across all three grades.
What are some fun site activities/events that happen at Zane? The STEAM Play in April is an exciting 
event!  More than 250 students directly participate in this extravaganza.  We just started monthly Fantastic 
Fridays to support our PBIS program.  We also host several school dances throughout the year, culminating 
in the 8th grade dinner and dance in June. 
What some of Zane's site/community partnerships? We collaborate with the HSU Engineering 215 
class to develop school improvement projects every spring.  Our Leadership Class partners with several 
community groups to help students and families in need.  In March, our PTSA coordinates a Hoops & 
Heroes event where our basketball teams play the 
police and fire departments. The Yurok Tribe provides 
educational services and tutoring for students before, 
during, and after school.  We also partner with Cal-SOAP 
to bring HSU students to Zane as classroom tutors.
What are your favorite hobbies? I like kayaking, 
photography, and hiking through the woods.
What is your favorite thing to eat?  Chile rellenos!  
Who has inspired you?  My Dad has been (and 
continues to be) my biggest inspiration.  Most of my 
essential values I learned from him.  He was a middle 
school PE and math teacher.
What is an important character quality and why?  
Perseverance.  We all have setbacks or moments 
of failure, but perseverance teaches you to learn 
from adversity, to get back on your feet, and to gain 
confidence.

Randall Simms, Principal

Zane Staff at Welcome Back Events on August 19, 2019 

Teri Waterhouse, Principal

Winship Middle School & Principal Waterhouse Fun Facts
How long have you been the Principal at Winship? I have been Principal at Winship for three years and in 
school administration for eight years. 

Why did you choose to work in education? I chose to work 
in education because helping others discover new things has 
always been inspiring to me!
What is your favorite thing about Winship? Winship is a small 
school with a supportive environment. The teachers all work well 
together and enjoy being a part of our school. Everyone is valued 
and welcome at Winship!
What are some fun site activities/events that happen at 
Winship? Winship has many fun activities throughout the year! 
Students and families can participate in new student orientation 
events, lunch on the lawn, movie nights, dances, and so much 
more.  Many of these activities have a real community feel, and 
during lunch on the lawn, specifically, I love seeing our students, 
parents, and staff playing together and enjoying lunch.

"My favorite class at Winship is Leadership. Leadership is really 
fun and I enjoy getting to work on different crafts and helping with 

different things like school spirit days and dances."
- Current Winship 7th Grade Student

Winship Staff - Spring 2019
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Home of the Loggers

Eureka High School
Jennifer Johnson, Principal | 1915 J Street, Eureka, CA |  707-441-2508

Eureka High School (EHS) is the most comprehensive high school on the 
North Coast.  We offer rigorous academics, career technical classes, and a 
wide variety of co-curricular and extracurricular clubs and activities.  EHS 
staff members are committed and involved advisers of 28 different clubs 
on campus.  Students can follow their interests or passions through our 
extensive clubs or try something new with our diverse offerings.
Co-curricular clubs include Future Farmers of America (FFA), Skills USA, 
and Engineering and Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA), 
where students are enrolled in career technical pathways associated with 
the club.
Interest-based clubs such as Book Club, Out Loud, Gaming Club, and 
K-Pop/Hip Hop, help students meet others with a common interest.  
Many clubs enhance curricular areas and allow students to travel and explore beyond the 
classroom such as Students for Environmental Awareness (SEA) who go kayaking on the bay 
each year.  Clubs such as boys volleyball travel to tournaments, and Advanced Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) students go on an annual college tour. 
Multiple clubs are centered around learning and celebrating different cultures, identities, and 
ethnicities.  Multicultural Club, Native American Club, Pacific Islanders, Black Student Union, 
German Club, Girl Power, YEAH, and Aspire host a variety of events on main street during 
lunch, on displays at school, and during assemblies.
Other clubs allow students to practice skills learned in class.  Speech and Debate, Book 
Club, Visually Inspiring Perspectives (art), Drama Club, Culinary Club, and Science Bowl give 
students the opportunity to travel and compete.  In the summer of 2019, students in the 
Drama Club went to New York to 
participate in a theater workshop 
and attend shows.
Clubs also provide an 
opportunity to serve the 
community.  Interact is partnered 
with Rotary International and 
Girl Power Club is partnered with 
Soroptimist International, linking 
our students to community 
mentors and service activities.  
Students can find out more 
information, including meeting 
days and times, in the bulletin or 
by stopping by the main office.

Zoe Barnum High School 
216 W. Harris Street, Eureka, CA | 707-441-2467

Zoe Barnum High School is a California Continuation 
High School which features courses taught by caring, 
highly qualified, and dedicated instructors.  Our students 
find success in a positive, safe environment, with an 
emphasis on their successful future.  Students enjoy daily 
innovative classes such as culinary arts, film criticism, and 
the arts. Events such as school-wide barbecues and career 
assemblies make Zoe Barnum a comfortable and rewarding 
place to be.  Small class sizes and modern teaching 
strategies make our classrooms productive and engaging. 
All students are supported by the many services we have 
on campus, including the Marshall Family Resource Center, 
Bridges to Success, and TRIO Talent Search. Zoe Barnum 
is proud of the service projects the Interact Club does in 
our community.  In partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Southwest Eureka, this volunteer club is responsible for 
events such as neighborhood cleanups, blood drives, and 
Read Across America activities.  We invite you to come see 

our beautiful campus.  

Grad Walk - Class of 2019
Kristina Christiansen, Director of AVID

On Tuesday, June 11, 2019, Eureka High 
School graduates went back to their 
elementary schools, this time in their 
high school graduation caps and gowns.   
Graduating students from Eureka High 
School walked the halls of the elementary 
school campuses they attended with the 

current students lining the hallways 
to cheer them on.  Participating 
schools included Alice Birney, Grant, 
Washington, Lafayette, Freshwater, 
Cutten, and Pine Hill.
Graduates had the opportunity to 
reflect on how far they have come 
while inspiring the little ones who 
still have a ways to go in their 
school careers.  Allowing students 
on the edge of adulthood to step 
back into the halls and playgrounds 
where it all started was a beautiful 
and motivating way to end the 
school year.

Jennifer Johnson, Principal

Eureka Adult School
2100 J Street, Eureka, CA | 707-441-2462

Eureka Adult School provides an affordable, 
flexible way for adults to enhance their 
lives, move forward with their goals, and 
expand employment opportunities. Eureka 
Adult School currently offers the following 
programs and classes: High School Diploma 
and GED Preparation, Credit Recovery for 
Concurrent High School Students, English 
as a Second Language classes, and Certified 
Nursing Assistant classes. High School 
Diploma and GED Preparation classes help 
students create a path to achieve their 
graduation goals. ESL classes are multi-level 
and develop students' speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing skills through American 
culture and civics lessons. The Certified 
Nursing Assistant course prepares students 
to take the examinations for California State 
Certification as a Nurse Assistant. Our low-
cost or free courses are offered on a quarterly 
schedule, though students can begin any 
classes at any time during the term. 
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Zoe Culinary Students baking treats for the District's Leadership Team

Humboldt Virtual Academy
216 W. Harris Street, Eureka, CA | 707-441-2535 

Humboldt Virtual Academy (HVA) is a 
free, public, online school for students 
in 6th through 12th grades. HVA’s user-
friendly software lets students access a 
welcoming and collaborative learning 
experience anywhere they have an internet 
connection. Students of HVA may choose 
to come into our open computer lab time 
or may choose to work online from home 
each day, but learning online does not 
mean learning alone.  Even in a virtual 
setting, students meet periodically with 
the HVA teacher at our Eureka Campus 
located at the Lincoln Educational Center. 
At the Lincoln Educational Center, students 
have opportunities to share ideas, compare 
experiences, socialize at planned monthly 
gatherings, and have fun learning together. 
Humboldt Virtual Academy is an accredited 
school that provides an opportunity for 
students to take challenging university 
prep courses in a way that best suits their 
learning styles. Only HVA offers such a 
unique school experience that is true “Any 
Time, Any Place Learning.”
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Update on Measure S Construction Projects
Paul Ziegler, Assistant Superintendent of Business Services

In November 2014, voters in the Eureka City Schools district passed Measure S, a $49.75 
million General Obligation bond, with a 57.39% approval.  The first bond sale occurred in 
August 2015, at which time $25 million in bonds were sold.  The second round of bond sales 
is slated for the first half of 2020.
Through the end of June 2019, over $12 million has been spent to fund Measure S projects. 
This does not include $365,000 in matching state funds for the Alice Birney three classroom 
addition completed in 2017.  Recently completed projects include the following:

• Construction of the new student and bus drop-off zones and installation of 
Bell/Public address systems at Washington Elementary

• Installation of bell/public address systems at Grant Elementary
• Completion of the newly christened Don Moehnke Music Building at Eureka 

High School
Construction of the Eureka High School Agricultural Complex began in August 2019.  The new 
10,000 sq. ft. Agricultural facility, which will be located next to the Auto Shop, features one 
agri-mechanics classroom, including a mechanics shop area, and two agri-science classrooms 
with an attached kitchen.  The kitchen area includes capability for a floral cooler and 
refrigerators. Eureka City Schools received a $3 million matching Career Technical Education 
State grant, which will augment the local Measure S funds allocated to this project.  We 
expect to complete construction and occupy the building in Spring 2020.
Plans for the new Gymnasium at Eureka High School, which will replace the current facility 
constructed in 1949-50, are with the Division of State Architect (DSA) for final review 
comments, and approval. The new gymnasium will feature a full-size competition basketball 
court with seating for 1,500 people, along with a dedicated weight room and auxiliary gym 
that volleyball, wrestling, and other sports will use.  The gymnasium building groundbreaking 
is tentatively scheduled for February 2020, with a projected completion date in Fall 2021.
In addition, a number of projects are in varying stages of planning and development.  The 
modernization of Alice Birney Elementary’s parent and community reception areas and nurses 
offices is awaiting plan approval from DSA, with hopes of starting construction in Spring 2020. 
Plans for the new Grant Elementary parking lot and student and bus drop-off zones will be 
submitted to DSA shortly.  Plan development for the Eureka High School Science Building is 
also underway, while installation of Eureka 
High’s bell/public address systems is expected 
to be completed by the end of 2019.

Eureka High School 

Dianna Vang

Zoe Barnum High School 

Andrew Rubio

Winship Middle School 
Keanen and Keion Evans

Zane Middle School Adrian TimbolAlice Birney Elementary School 

Sunshine Her
Eureka High School Agricultural Classroom Groundbreaking Ceremony and Construction Zone

Grant Elementary School Joseph Guyette

Eureka City Schools believes every student deserves equal opportunities to succeed. 
On every school day throughout California, dedicated educators and courageous   

students overcome tremendous obstacles to reach their goals of academic excellence. 
Their success is our success; their powerful stories are our inspiration. 
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Washington Elementary Elodia Boyce

Every Student Succeeding Awards
Michael Davies-Hughes, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services

Eureka City Schools (ECS) is proud of our students’ achievement.  We 
often associate student achievement with academics or athletics.  
However, at ECS we recognize the many ways in which students can excel; 
it is why we participate in the Every Student Succeeding program. The 
purpose of this program, founded by the Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA), is to honor students (kindergarten through 12th 
grade) who have succeeded against all odds, beyond expectations, or 
simply won the hearts of the administrators and other educators who 
helped them achieve their goals.  Annually, ECS honors one student from 
each of our elementary, middle, and high schools to receive the Every 
Student Succeeding award.  The students are nominated by the principals 
(with input from site staff).  Honorees and their families are invited to an 
awards breakfast at the Ingomar Club.  This year, the event occurred on 
February 6, 2019, and involved recognition of many Eureka City Schools' 
students.  Needless to say, the event is a highlight of the year not only 
for the students and families but also for others in attendance, including 
City and County officials, Board members, administrators, teachers, and 
support staff.  As each student’s story is shared, tears and cheers fill the 
ornate venue. 
The ECS District administration has the challenging task of selecting one 
student from the eight awardees to represent ECS as a regional nominee 
(Humboldt County is part of Region 1 that includes nine counties; there 
are nineteen school regions in California).  Each of the nineteen regions 
selects one student as a regional representative to attend the ACSA 
State Leadership Conference.  We are thrilled that during the past eight 
years, four ECS students have represented Region 1 at the ACSA State 
Leadership Conference held each November in either San Diego or San 
Francisco.  ACSA Region 1 covers all expenses for the nominated student 
and his or her family to attend this prestigious event.
ECS extends a big “thank you” to Dirk Dinsmore of Dinsmore Construction 
for being a longtime sponsor of the event, and providing breakfast for 
all in attendance.  We also appreciate our annual Ingomar Club sponsors, 
most recently John Dalby from Redwood Capital Bank.
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Employment Opportunities in Eureka City Schools
Renae Will, Director of Personnel & Public Affairs

Eureka City Schools (ECS) needs you!  Become an employee of ECS and help the future 
of your city, county, and world!  In addition to receiving great pay and benefits, the 
work you do for ECS enhances opportunities for all children in our community.
Our students thrive with exceptional teachers and professional supports, in addition to 
caring and skilled office staff, food service workers, instructional assistants, bus drivers, 
custodians, etc.  It really does take a village to raise a child.  In addition to full-time, 
permanent positions, ECS has many part-time and substitute openings. Substituting 
(as a teacher, monitor, literacy technician, custodian, instructional assistant special 
education, etc.) is a great way to gain experience and consideration for future job 
openings.
We actively work with employees and applicants to fill positions that meet your 
personal needs and help match multiple jobs for classified employees who want 
to work more hours and/or qualify for benefits.  We also have a complete training 
program for bus drivers, so prior bus driving experience is not necessary.  Work hours 
for many positions match the school schedules, so caregivers can earn extra income 
while children are at school, without giving up family time after school or during 
school breaks.
ECS embraces diversity as a strength and desires to attract candidates who represent 
the various cultural, ethnic and racial groups in our community. A diverse workforce 
best supports our commitment to develop responsible, productive, and ethical citizens 
for our communities and the world through education. Our goal is to hire the most 
qualified person for each position from a diverse applicant pool.
Please visit www.eurekacityschools.org for a complete list of current job openings, and 
be sure to like Eureka City Schools on Facebook and Instagram to learn more about 
the great things happening at ECS.  Join the ECS team today!

2018-19 Humboldt County Co-Teacher of the Year
Tim Olson, Teacher at Eureka High School

Tim Olson was selected by the Humboldt County Office of Education as Co-Teacher 
of the Year.  Tim was previously recognized as the EHS and ECS Certificated Employee 
of the year for the 2015-16 school year.  Tim has an intrinsic ability to engage all 
students and holds them accountable for responsible participation in their learning.  
His 23-year commitment to ECS goes beyond the classroom and into the community 
as he extends learning into international programs for students in Belize and Mexico 
and enlarges students’ world views as global citizens.  Tim generally teaches upper 
level Spanish and other enrichment classes, and he directly impacts the number of 
students who earn the Seal of Biliteracy.

2018-19 Classified Employee of the Year
Natassia Harrison, Principal's Secretary/Office Manager at Eureka High School

Natassia Harrison, Principal’s Secretary/Office Manager at EHS, is our Classified 
Employee of the year.  Natassia greatly values EHS as a community and provides 
continuous support and superior customer service for students, staff, parents, and 
the community.  Her organizational skills and can-do attitude help EHS run smoothly 
and efficiently.  She actively participates in school-wide events and leads the way 
with her enthusiasm in celebrating and recognizing student and staff success.  
With four years at Zane and four years at EHS, she is clearly committed to ECS. 
Congratulations!     

2018-19 Certificated Employee of the Year
Nanette Voss, Teacher at Eureka High School

Nanette Voss is a truly exceptional teacher, leader, and community member.  She 
is recognized as our Certificated Employee of the Year for her highly engaging, 
culturally-responsive, student-driven classes.  While her curriculum is rigorous, she 
creates a warm and inviting classroom and establishes meaningful relationships.  Nan 
is described by her peers as diplomatic, nurturing, patient, assertive, and motivated.  
She has been teaching various English, English Learner, and Drama classes for the last 
seven years with ECS.  As Director of the EHS Players, she directs a play and a musical 
each year, in addition to leading fundraising and publicity activities to support 
student field trips out of the area.  

2018-19 Administrator of the Year
Jennifer Johnson, Principal at Eureka High School

Congratulations to Jennifer Johnson, Principal of Eureka High School (EHS), our   
Administrator of the Year.  Jennifer started with ECS as a teacher, grew to become an 
instructional coach, Principal of Washington Elementary, and has been the Principal 
at EHS for four years.  Jennifer understands and recognizes powerful instruction; she 
is a talented leader who has articulated her vision of learning to the teachers.  She 
is responsible for Eureka High School and the Lincoln Educational Center.  Jennifer 
participates on the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) writing team, the 
Executive Leadership team, professional development, staff collaboration, and is 
actively involved in various high school activities. 

New Employee Orientation Bus Tour - August 16, 2019



Fran Taplin, Area 5
Occupation: Retired Educator
Started December 1996
Term: 2018-2022

Mike Duncan, Area 2 
Occupation: Manager
Started April 2015
Term: 2015 – 2020

Eureka City School Board | Groundbreaking Ceremony   

Agricultural Facility
Measure S Funds Improving Our Neighborhood Schools

On August 19, 2019, the Governing Board of Eureka 
City Schools held a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the 
new agricultural building and classrooms at 
Eureka High School. Many students, members of 
the community, and local government officials, 
attended the Groundbreaking Ceremony.  Speakers 
included Board President Mike Duncan, Eureka 
High School Principal Jennifer Johnson, Agriculture 
Teacher Sandy Lovfald, and Eureka High School 
FFA President, Abby Ziesak. For more information 
about the Ag Facility, go to Construction 
Updates through Measure S, on page 15.   

Lisa Ollivier, Area 1 
Occupation: Antique Dealer
Started December 2013
Term: 2018-2022

Mario Fernandez, Area 3
Occupation: Organizer
Started December 2018
Term: 2018-2022

Susan Johnson, Area 4 
Occupation:  Registered Nurse 
Started December 2011
Term: 2015-2020

Board ofTrwstees

Registration Information
Open Enrollment: January 6-24, 2020

Registration packets and applications for 
Open Enrollment (January 6-24, 2020) are 
available at all school sites and the District 
Office. Visit the School Campus or District 

Office between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
during Open Enrollment to enroll your 

student.  To register your child, please bring 
proof of child’s birth, immunization history, 

and proof of Eureka residency.


